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July 26, 1999

Attention: Rick Breitenbach
CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRAM

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Breitenbach:

As a member of Cal Trout and the human race, I am obviously
concerned about the decisions of CALFED because they will affect
me, my family and grandchildren ad infinitum. We believe that
better solutions are available than the current CALFED Phase 2
alternatives. These include an increased reliance on groundwater
storage instead of new dams or reservoirs, providing water for
fisheries and watersheds without building new dams, increased water
conservation actions for both agriculture and municipalities, and
further water quality improvements for Bay-Delta waters.

More dams is not the answer (see enclosure). 75,000 dams in
the USA have come close to destroying most of our river systems and
fish, birds, animals and plant life who used to live there. As the
Klamath peoples counseled: "Pay attention to the landscape. Pay
attention to what the animals are saying to you. Look to the long
term." See enclosure re: Totem Salmon book. You should read it.

If CALFED can come up with the right solutions, perhaps a
compromise can be reached that will solve all the problems facing
California re: water. They surely won’t go away.

Ron Wilson

45 Bear Paw
Portola Valley, CA 94028
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-waders, midstream *in":Northern' California’
‘Mattole River. It is 1982. House's beloved river.
and its dwindling aquatic inhabitants are in¥

"watershed aré down to a few. | .

As part of a grassroots ecologlcal restora-_f
tion effort, House is wrestling clumsily with an
_endangered king salmon slated for artificial
propagation. Working at night, House has
trouble discerning where ‘the bone-chilling.!
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B -Western river is to say
= that it is frequented by

: m:gratory salmon
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Edwards Dam in Malr\ohubeen demalished ta heip impeove the salrnoﬂ habitat

Demollsh Outdated Dams
That Endanger Fish

WINGING a sledge hammer, Interior

Secretary Bruce Babbitt whacked a

hole in a $0yearoid dam on Bufte

Creek in the baking heat of the Sacra-
mento Vatley. In Maine, demolition workers
clambered across the pre-Civil War Edwards
Dam while a backhoe dug away at a shoulder
of the cemerit structure.

Coast to coast, 8 once-radical notion is
taking hold. Dams that helped tame the
American landscape 1o provide power, itfiga-

- tion, flood control and recreation are com-
ing down.,

The demolitions are. still fare exceptions
in a country dotted with 75,000 dams. But
the “decommissioning” represents a major
turnabout in official thinking about refash-
icning nalure, Plentiful water and cheap
power can come with a hid-
den price tag: a decline in
wildlife, stesp powernment

When fish begin

The biggest fight nationally concerns a
string of four dams on the Snake River,
which flows into the Columbia River in
‘Washinglon state. A consortium of fishing
groups, Mative-Ametican tribes and enviran-
mentalists are pushing the lederal operators
to acknowledge that decimated fish runs can
only be restored by demolition of the dams
built in the 1960s,

These structures typify the genetal debale.
Turbines crank out enough power to light
Seattle. Grain ffom eastern Washington is
barged downriver at low cosl through jocks
in the dams. The economic lee of the region
is linked to dams.

But the barrjers are [sh.killers. Sabuon
struggle to find fish ladders designed to lead
migrations around the dams, Water tempera-
tures tise in the slopped-up lakes, killing
young smoltz.  Turbine
blades chew up fish headed
to sea. Removing the dams

subs:dles and legal challeng- 4 da would give several imperiled

ing ou ms runs of fish a clear path to

Dnvmg thie change in aiti- Ying 4 streamt beds and lakes where
tude are scientists and envi- may have to come egps are laid.

ronmentalists who claim the Money is found on both

cement walls have hurt his- down to save sides of the arguments. Fish-

tarre wuns of migrating sal-
mon, which are all but
blocked from  reaching
spawning streamns. Under
such prodding, pevernment
authorities such as Babbitt
have pushed to remove dams.

“The focug of the environmental move.
ment in the 20th century has been fencing
off and preserving the back 20," Babbitt said
last year. “But the real aclion now is on
landscapes and watersheds. It is about resto-
Tation writ large.”

it's a dramatic shift. While environmental-
ists cheer the demolitions, farmers and pow-
er companies are oflen opposed. Take away a
dam and croplands, power grids and sum-
mertime marinas and campgrounds can feel
the difference.

1t's a step to be tised sparingly, “The whole
economy of San Francisco is based on the
Hetch Letchy system,” szid Mary-Ann Sum-
merdam, director of natural resources for the
California Farm Bureau. Though some envi-
ronmentalists have argued for tearing out a
key dam to restore a breathtaking river valley,
such an idea would have huge consequences
{or water supplies, power and irrigation,

In Calilornia, relatively few dams have
come down. One example is Battle Creek, a
tributary of the Sacramento River near Red-
ding. Pacific Gas & Electric has agreed to
tear down five of seven small dams to enable
salmon and steethead \o reach spawning
areas.

Utility Vice President Leslie H. Everett
empliasized that the decision was "uniquze”
and reached only after a raft of federal and
state agencies agreed the fsh-taating condi-
tions on the stream were worth the $50
writtica rmet nf dam removal.

endangered
wildlife.

ing groups claim Testored
runs will lead to more jobs in
heir ranks. in addition, the
dams amount to a giant sub-
sidy to a relative few — farm-
ers, power companies and
barge operatots.

But, dam supporters counter that there
will be higher prices elsewhere. It will cost
mete to ship grain by rail or truck, imrigation
waler may go up in price and electric sates
could rise 100. A consumer walking into this
debate can be confused by the dueling num-
bers.

‘The change that dam-busting brings has
provoked a political deadlock with senators
and congressicnal leaders in Oregon, Wash-
ington and California largely opposed to de-
molition because of the unforeseeable
change it will mean.

hough the Clinton administration
T would dearly love a comptomise and to

avoid a hard choice, it may not have that
lweury. A court-ordered study is under way
and expected to answer by year’s end wheth-
er ather methods short of dam destruclion
can save ihe salmou runs. Hatcheries, ex-
panded fish ladders and even a system of
trucks to carry fish around the killing tur-
bines have falien short.

[ siciety has the ability to avert the extine-
tion of endangered fish, it should make every
effort to avoid that catastrophe, even if it
means knocking down dams.

Some of these dams have outlived their
uscfulness. Demolition, in these cases, can
be the first step towards saving the rivers that
once flowed freely.




